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WHAT IS LE-HI-HO ? 


This article is written for those who may be rendine LE-HI-HO News for the 
first time. Turn to pace 2 for the answer. 


NEXT MEETING + JANUARY 25th - 2:00 pm 


Our next general meeting will take place on Sunday, Janunry 25 a : 
at the Unitarien Church of the Lehich Valley, two blocks south im tes? a 
1500 block of Broadway, Bethlehem (Fountain Hill). The meetine will be 
followed by & social hour which will include refreshments and somethine new 
called "The Gay Metchine Game", Newcomers are welcome at our meetine. 
Please brine alone your leftover Christmas cookies to share with others. 


TO RICK AND BOB 


Accept, with our eratitude, thanks for a job well done, It has only been 
throuch your conscientious efforts that this orranization has held torether 
over the past several years. And now, with the renewed interest by many 


members in revitalizine the laevine spirit of LF-HI-HO, we wish you the best 


in your withdravml to the sidelines and turnine the reins over to others to 
earry on, We sincerely appreciate your efforts and look forward to the 
future. 


ELECTION REPORT 


Seven members were elected to the Roard of Directors. Three agreed to 
have their names and phone numbers published so that you can contact us by 
telephone, 

Joe Burns .....e-.-. 821-9683 
Ed Ettinger e@eeeeee 867-8341 
Karl Hartmaier .... 855-5345 


Rick and Bob (no loneer on the Board, but still active members) may also 
be contacted. ' 
Rick Balmer .... 866-6320 
Bob Steelman ... 866-6390 
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WHAT 1"-HT-HO IS $ pare 2 


The Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization (LE-HI-HO) has been in 
continuous existence since the summer of 1969. Its goals are to educate 
the community on the subjects of homosexuality and gay liberation, to 
work toward full civil rights for gay people, and to provide a social 
outlet for gay people in the valley. Leadership and organization are 
provided by a Board of Directors, which includes officers, and membership 
is open to anyone over 18 years of age sympathizing with the organization's 
goals. 


The social appect consists basically of a monthly meeting, a social 
afternoon with refreshments, frequent guest speakers (Gay Movement nota- 
bles have included Dick Leitch, Barbara Gittings, Frank Kameny and Mark 
Segal) and programs, held in the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley. 
This is supplemented by a variety of events including films, dances, hikes, 
suppers and theater trips. 1 monthly newsletter of activities goes to a 
mailing list of approximately 150 individuals. 


The core of LE-HI-HO's educational aspect is its library, an ever- 
growing collection of some 300 books, plus innumerable articles and pam- 
phlets. This collection of fiction and non-fiction is the best and lar- 


gest one encompassing the subject of homosexuality for many miles around; 
the bibliography to the library is available to anyone and is used as 
reference material by area libraries. Arrangements can be made to borrow 
most books. Members from the group have also spoken about homosexuality 
and gay liberation regularly over the past six years to various groups in 
the community, to churches and church conferences, to colleges like Lehigh, 
Lafayette, Moravian, Cedar Crest and L.C.C.C., to private groups, individual 
members of the clergy and the medical profession and to professional 
counseling staffs and agencies. Speakers have also appeared on local 
television shows. When the need has arisen, members have monitored local 
media for their treatment of gay people and provided informal peer coun- 
seling. 


Another activity of the group has been an attempt, in coordination 
with other groups in the state and across the nation, to push for legisla- 
tion that will protect homosexuals from discrimination in employment, 
housing and public accomodations. LE-HI-HO has lobbied national, state 
and local legislators, through correspondence and personal meetings, on 
Civil rights issues. 


While some of its members are in various stages of being open and 
public about their gayness, this is certainly no prerequisite for belong- 
ing to or participating in the activities of the group, for the enormous 
pressures society still places on gay men and women severely affect gay 
people in the Lehigh Valley. As a result the progress made by LE-HI-HO 
in fulfilling its goals has been at times slow, but always steady, and 
the future Looks bright. 


At the present time no membership dues are reauired. Donations pay 
for the expenses of runnine LE-HI-HO. The by-laws clearly state that our 
mailine list shall not be sold, loaned, nor published, 
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PHILADELPHIA BANS DISCRIMINATION IN CITY HIRING ae 


In November Philadelphia Manacine Director W, Wilson Coode issued a 
directive adding sexual orientation to the caterories in which the city will 
no loneer discriminate in hiring. Goode said his directive will apply to 
"all employees, union or non-union, civil service or exempt," Mayor Green's 
Administration supports the idea of a comprehensive ecav ricehts law for 
Philadelphia, which would have wider application and more permanence than 
the just-issued directive, which could be abolished by another administration. 





NEW YORK COURT FINDS SODOMY LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAT, 


A significant statistical milestone for ra eople was reache 
1980 when the New York Court of Appeals -- pe cease ae en = 
declared the New York consensual sodomy law, restrictine oral and anal sex 
to married couples only, unconstitutional. 

Thus, half the states now have no laws restrictine consentine, private 
adult sexual activity: Alaska, Calif., Colorado, Conn., Delaware Hawaii 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Mass., Nebraska, N. Hampshire, N, Jersey 
N. Mexico, N. York, No. Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Penna., S. Dakota, Vermont, 
esee tins Vireinia, and Wyomine. The District of Columbia also has no 

Now that half the states have abolished their laws, many people believe 
theU. S. Supreme Court would declare all sodomy laws unconstitutional. should 
a case ever reach it, Given the mobility of the U. Ss. population {t would 
not be leerally logical to have activity that is leeal for those in over 50 4% 
of the states become illegal simply by crossine a state line. No decision 
has been made yet by the prosection about whether or not to appeal the N, Y¥ 
decision to the U. S. Supreme Court. one. 


’ 


U., 3. AGENCY ALLOWS GAY TO KEEP JOB 


WASHINGTON - In a decision believed to be the first of its kind in the 
U. S. intelligence community, a middle-level employee at the super-secret 
National Security Agency who was discovered to be a homosexual has been 
allowed, after an investigation, to keep his job and security clearances 
which provide access to hiehly classified material, 

Traditionally, U. S. intellieence agencies, includine the NSA, Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), Federal Bureau of Investication (FRI) and mili- 
tary intelligence units, have either fired or forced the resienation of 
employees found to be homosexual, on crounds they were vulnerable to beine 
compromised and therefore were security risks, 

As a condition of beine allowed to keep his job, the NSA employee had to 
tell his family about his homosexuality, to reduce the risk he could be 
blackmailed into divuleine secrets, 

The NSA case is extremely sensitive, in part because the areency is amone 
the most sensitive in the U. 3, rovernment, beine involved in code-breaking 
and worldwide monitorine of communications. 

U. S. intelligence arencies are senerally roverned on such matters by CIA 
policy which says that homosexuality is a "factor" to be considered in 
erantine security clearances, 

The NSA case could also become politically volatile. There is concern 
that public attention will brine down the wrath of the conservative "moral 
majoritv"” upon the arency. 
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BOOKS: The New York Times Book Review of best boors of 1°50 Lists two of 
“special interest, One, John Boswell's Christianity, Social !oclerance, and 
Homosexuality, has been almost universally acclaim ¢ a3 an achaastively 


weli-documentad and yet thorouchly readable and enjoyable work, which shows 
that not until the 13th Century A.D. did the Christian Church develop its 
anti-cay sttitudes -- before then it was tolerant, even indifferent, The 


other bock is Hdmund “hite's States of Desire: Travesty ir Gay America, a 
travelocus of sorts throueh major cities across the nation Eaa White's 
reactions to and participstion in the cay life of those places, White 
wrote the novel, Nocturnes for the King of Naples,anfk co-authored The Joy 


of Gry Sex. 


BOOKS: Anthony Bureess, one of Eneland's lesdine novelists (A Clockwork 
Oranve, The Wantine Seed, ete.) has written a new and lenethy nove ‘ 
Ear Powers, whose main character is an elderly ray writer, said to be 
modeled after Enelish novelist and short story writer W. Somerset Maugham, 
Bureess's "heroes" are usually simultaneously appealing and repuenant. His 
new novel also follows this pattern, According tc Newsweek's reviewer, the 
novel is far too lone (607 pares) and frequently tcdious, but nevertheless 
still worth plowine thronzh for, amone other things, an episode about ‘a gay 
reconstruction of the Garden of Eden and plenty of "campy banter." The book 
is satirical In tone, 1ixe many of Bureess's novels, and contains many 
"hilerious, brilliant, bitehy encounters," 





HELP “ANT®D) = Lambda Book Club 


Several years aro Paul Welles and Harry Dorman established the Lambda Rook 
Club, 2 mail order club providing lesbian/eay books. LE-HI-HO has acquired a 
mimber of books for its library from the club in Belvidere, N. J, Paul spoke 
at our Dec, 1978 meetine, about his life, the book club, and his novel, 
Project Lambda, which has just been published, In the summer of 1979 he and 

arry hosted 8 summer outine for LE-HI-HO at their country home, Paul has 
been i111 recently and Harry is unable to do all the work himself. He has 
reouested that we ask our readers if someone would be interested in helping 
ont with the took club by workine 20 hours a week at minimum wace plus travel 
expenses, filline orders and makine trips twice a week to the post office to 
mail books, If the club does not survive, it would be a ereat loss to all of 
its menbers, If you are interested in the job, call Harry Dorman at area 
code 201 / 475-5718, 

“e at TLE-HI-HO wish Paul a complete and speedy recovery. 


